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The gorges and scarps of the Harz, "bristling with their
dark needles of fragrant pine, remained still what they
were in the early days when the two knights of Cambria
and Siluria climbed their slopes. But of their rocks more
could now be said than was possible then. Even into
these quiet valleys modern geology had made its way, and
resident observers had gathered collections of the fossils.
It had become therefore an easier task, with these local
aids, to group the rocks and fix their relations to those of
other parts of Europe. How Murchison and his companion
now did this, and how, continuing and improving their work
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of the previous year, they extended their labours through
the Thuringerwald, they have themselves told in their con-
joint memoir to the Geological Society.1 Abstracting the
geological matter which went to form part of that essay,
there remains little of any personal interest in Murchison's
notes of his journey. It is clear enough, indeed, that before
he had been many days at work he had forgotten all about
his ailments, and become as thoroughly engrossed as ever
in " Spirifer-sandstone," " Stringocephalus limestone," Mela-
phyre, Permian, Bunter, Trias, and other cognate subjects.
That he had likewise regained his bodily energy may be

1 Quart. Journ. Geol. 8oc.t vol. xi. p. 409.d he must needs turn his excursions to
